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Abstract

Music lyrics frequently convey social meaning and emotional depth. The emotional sentiments
in Coldplay's song "Fix You" are powerful and offer hope, empathy, and encouragement. This
study uses Halliday's Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) framework to investigate the
interpersonal meaning in the lyrics of "Fix You," paying special attention to the mood and
residue structures. The study interprets how linguistic choices convey relationships between
the songwriter and listeners using a qualitative descriptive method in conjunction with content
analysis. The results reveal that the majority of the phrases in "Fix You" employ declarative
moods, suggesting that the singer wants to reassure and enlighten rather than tell or challenge.
This is in keeping with the song's prevailing tone of empathy and support. To sum up, the
interpersonal significance in “Fix You” represents emotional connection and reassurance,
showing how linguistic choices contribute to the song’s comforting and motivational message.

Keywords: Coldplay, Fix You, Interpersonal Meaning, Systemic Functional Linguistics,
Mood and Residue.

INTRODUCTION

Language is not only a tool for communication but also a way for people to express
emotions, build relationships, and interact socially. In the view of Systemic Functional
Linguistics (SFL), language works as a system of choices that people use to create meaning
in different social situations (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014). Through these choices,
speakers show how they feel, what they believe, and how they relate to others. As Bartlett
and O’Grady (2017) explain, SFL helps us understand how words, grammar, and tone work

together to express meaning in real communication.

Song lyrics are one of the most expressive forms of language because they connect
emotion and meaning in a unique way. Gebhard and Accurso (2020) note that SFL allows
researchers to see how people use language to show empathy, identity, and emotion.
According to Schleppegrell and Oteiza (2023), the interpersonal metafunction in SFL

reveals how texts create emotional and social connections between writers or speakers and
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their audiences. From this point of view, songs become a meaningful area of study because

their language choices often reflect personal feelings and social understanding.

This study analyses Coldplay’s song “Fix You” to explore how interpersonal meaning
appears through its language. The analysis focuses on mood and residue structures, such as
Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement, and Adjunct, to see how they express care,
reassurance, and emotional support. According to Silalahi et al., (2024), studying
interpersonal meanings in song lyrics helps us understand how singers communicate feelings
of love, empathy, and motivation through language. This is in line with Halliday and
Matthiessen’s (2014) idea that language is not only for sharing information but also for

building emotional and social connections between people.

LITERATUR REVIEW
Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) introduced Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL),
explaining that language functions as a system of meaning within social contexts. Through
its interpersonal metafunction, language expresses relationships, attitudes, and interactions
between speakers and listeners. The mood system (Subject, Finite) and residue (Predicator,
Complement, Adjunct) serve as key components for analysing how meaning is exchanged

and emotion is conveyed (Li, 2021).

Additionally, Cheng (2024) reviewed recent studies on interpersonal metafunction and
found that SFL has been widely applied to various genres, showing its effectiveness in
revealing speakers’ emotions and engagement strategies. Meanwhile, Velankar, Kotian, and
Kulkarni (2021) combined linguistic and computational methods through contextual mood
analysis of Hindi song lyrics, demonstrating that mood identification can uncover emotional
tone and thematic meaning. Together, these studies highlight that mood and residue analysis
remains relevant both in theoretical linguistics and modern text research, especially in

exploring emotional expression in song lyrics.

Hang (2021) specifically analyzed Vietnamese songs about mothers using SFL from
an interpersonal metafunction perspective. Hang found that the use of mood and residue in
song lyrics reveals the singer’s emotions, attitudes, and engagement with the audience. This
study reinforces the application of SFL in exploring emotional expression in songs, aligning
with the findings of Cheng (2024) and Velankar et al., (2021).

Language is used by humans to converse with each other. Humans require language as

a means of communication and understanding the knowledge of others who speak various
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languages. Everyone uses language especially in daily activities, in order to communicate
well with others, such as reading, writing, and listening, as well as talking to ourselves and
thinking (Clark & Kelly, 2022). According to Herman et al., (2022), language is very
important in human life because it allows people to communicate with others, through

language, people can exchange knowledge.

METHODOLOGY

The interpersonal meaning in Coldplay's song "Fix You" was examined in this study
using a qualitative descriptive methodology. Through the methodical evaluation of textual
material, qualitative descriptive research seeks to provide a detailed description of a
phenomenon (Flick, 2020). This method was used because it focuses on deciphering the

meanings, feelings, and expressions contained in song lyrics.

To investigate the structure and purpose of each clause in the lyrics, the main technique
employed in the study was content analysis. A method for locating, analyzing, and
categorizing linguistic patterns in order to determine their communication functions is
content analysis (Schreier, 2021). Following the concept of Systemic Functional
Linguistics, the researcher analysed each clause of the song and classified it into
interpersonal components, specifically Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement, and
Adjunct (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).

Data in this study consisted of the song lyrics “Fix You” obtained from the internet and
analysed clause by clause to determine their interpersonal meanings. Each clause was then
grouped based on its mood type and residue to identify how emotional messages are
conveyed through grammatical choices (Braun & Clarke, 2021). The results of this analysis
helped interpret how the singer expresses empathy, comfort, and emotional support through

declarative mood structures Nowell et al., (2017).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this discussion section, research findings are presented that the data was taken from

the internet about the song “Fix You” by Coldplay. Each text clause is analysed into an

interpersonal structural function, namely Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement, and

Adjunct. So, it can be classified into Mood and Residue. The following are the results of

researchers analysing the structure and elements of several clauses.
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Clause 1. Lights will guide you home

Lights | Will Guide You Home

Subject | Finite | Predicator | Complement | Adjunct

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 1 is unmarked and has (Subject, Finite,
Predicator, Complement, Adjunct) divided into Mood and Residue. This clause is declarative
and functions to give information and express care, showing the singer’s desire to comfort and
guide the listener. Based on the interpersonal meaning, this line shows comfort and support. It
tells that someone will help guide another person safely home. The sentence gives reassurance,

showing a calm and caring tone (White, 2025).

This declarative clause expresses reassurance through the mood elements Subject (Lights)
and Finite (will). It symbolizes guidance and hope that reflect the human need for direction
during hardship. Socially, this mirrors collective empathy and moral support found in families
or communities. According to Schleppegrell and Oteiza (2023), language choices like this

construct emotional solidarity in discourse.

Clause 2. And ignite your bones

And Ignite Your Bones

Conj. | Predicator | Adjunct | Complement

RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 2 is realized as a residue clause without
an explicit mood. It connects to the earlier line, giving emotional power and warmth. The
function is to continue the comforting message and strengthen the song’s emotional tone. Based
on the interpersonal meaning, this line expresses motivation and energy. It means giving new
spirit or warmth to someone. The line continues the previous idea, showing emotional

encouragement and strength.

This residue clause continues the message of warmth and encouragement, showing the
act of rekindling inner strength. It represents how people empower each other through

motivation and empathy in real life. The absence of mood implies unspoken emotional action
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rather than explicit speech. Cheng (2024) notes that such implicit moods signify emotional

closeness between speaker and listener.

Clause 3. And I will try to fix you
And I Will Try To fix You

Conj. | Subject | Finite | Predicator | Complement | Complement

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 3 is an unmarked declarative clause that
has (Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement). It expresses the speaker’s promise and
responsibility to help. The word “will” shows intention and determination, creating a tone of
empathy and assurance. Based on the interpersonal meaning, this line shows a promise and
care. The speaker wants to help someone feel better. The mood is declarative and sincere,
expressing kindness and willingness to help.

This unmarked declarative clause expresses a strong commitment to help and heal. The
finite will shows intention, and the subject I reflects personal involvement. In social reality,
this reflects empathy driven actions such as offering emotional support to others. Silalahi et al.,

(2024) argue that such interpersonal structures reveal compassion as a social value.

Clause 4. And high up above or down below

And High Up above Or Down below

Conj. | Adjunct | Adjunct Conj. | Adjunct

RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 4 consists of several Adjuncts and
functions as a descriptive clause. It provides contextual information rather than new ideas,
helping listeners imagine the situation clearly. Based on the interpersonal meaning, this line
describes place and position. It gives a picture of something far or low, helping to build a strong

visual image in the song.

This descriptive residue clause uses adjuncts to contrast life’s highs and lows. It

represents the fluctuation of human emotions and social experiences. In society, these contrasts
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show that both privilege and struggle are shared aspects of humanity. Cheng (2024) emphasizes

that such linguistic contrasts portray balance and equality in emotional expression.

Clause 5. When you're too in love to let it go

When You Are Too in love To let It Go

Conj. | Subject | Finite | Complement | Predicator | Complement | Predicator

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 5 is unmarked and realized as a
declarative clause with (Subject, Finite, Complement, Predicator). The clause expresses
emotion and inner conflict, showing the human side of love that connects strongly with the
listener. Based on the interpersonal meaning, this line shows love and hesitation. It tells about

someone who cannot let go because of deep emotional attachment.

This clause conveys emotional attachment and the difficulty of releasing what we love.
The mood elements express vulnerability and honesty. In real life, this mirrors the human
struggle with attachment and loss. According to Schleppegrell and Oteiza (2023), declarative

forms like this allow speakers to express emotional realism and authenticity.

Clause 6. But if you never try, you’ll never know

But If You Never Try You Will | Never Know

Conj. | Conj. | Subject | Adjunct | Predicator | Subject | Finite | Adjunct | Predicator

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 6 is a conditional declarative clause that
has two parts connected by “if.” It functions to give life advice in a soft and caring way. The
use of “will” shows consequence and reflection, encouraging effort and hope. Based on the
interpersonal meaning, this line gives advice and wisdom. It means if you don’t try, you won’t

know what will happen. The line motivates people to be brave and take action.

This conditional declarative clause provides advice and motivation, encouraging
courage in facing challenges. The repetition of you reflects personal involvement and
empowerment. In social contexts, it aligns with motivational discourse promoting resilience
and self growth. Cheng (2024) states that conditional mood clauses often convey social

persuasion and optimism.
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Clause 7. Just what you’re worth

Just What You Are Worth

Adjunct | Complement | Subject | Finite | Predicator

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 7 is a subordinate declarative clause that
has (Complement, Subject, Finite, Predicator). The clause conveys emotional support and
appreciation, matching the warm and encouraging tone of the song. Based on the interpersonal
meaning, this line talks about value and self worth. It reminds someone of their importance and

encourages them to appreciate themselves.

This subordinate declarative clause expresses appreciation and recognition of self
worth. It aligns with modern social values promoting mental health and self acceptance. In
everyday reality, such affirmations encourage confidence and emotional healing. As Silalahi
etal., (2024) found, interpersonal meaning often reflects positive identity construction in songs.

Clause 8. Lights will guide you home (repetition)

Lights Will Guide You Home

Subject Finite | Predicator | Complement | Adjunct

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 8 repeats the structure of Data 1 with
(Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement, Adjunct). The repetition strengthens the emotional
message and creates a sense of peace and safety for the listener. Based on the interpersonal
meaning, this line repeats the message of comfort and hope. It reminds the listener that help

and light will always be there to guide them.

This repetition reinforces the theme of comfort and emotional security. In
communication, repetition functions as a cohesive strategy to strengthen empathy. Socially, it
reflects reassurance given repeatedly in supportive relationships. According to Schleppegrell
and Oteiza (2023), repetition enhances interpersonal engagement and emotional bonding.
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Clause 9. And ignite your bones

And Ignite Your Bones

Conj. | Predicator | Adjunct | Complement

RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 9 has the same structure as Data 2 and
functions to maintain the emotional flow of the song. The repetition makes the message more
powerful and heartfelt. Based on the interpersonal meaning, this line repeats the feeling of

energy and warmth. It gives emotional power and reminds the listener of strength and renewal.

This repeated residue clause sustains the emotional energy of the text. It conveys
consistency in emotional warmth and motivation. The repetition reflects the persistence of hope
and social encouragement. Cheng (2024) identifies repetition as a linguistic strategy that
maintains emotional continuity in texts. Similarly, Berger and Roloff (2019) argue that
repeated communicative patterns in interpersonal interaction function to reinforce relational
meanings, emotional alignment, and supportive intentions between participants, which aligns

with the repeated use of emotionally supportive clauses in the lyrics.

Clause 10. And I will try to fix you
And I Will Try To fix You

Conj. | Subject | Finite | Predicator | Complement | Complement

MOOD RESIDUE

According to the interpersonal meaning, Data 10 is a repeated declarative clause with
(Subject, Finite, Predicator, Complement). It summarizes the meaning empathy, care, and
reassurance through declarative statements. From the analysis of 10 key clauses, the song “Fix
You” consists predominantly of declarative mood clauses expressing reassurance and empathy.
Elements of Subject (1, you) show direct involvement in the emotional exchange, while Finite
(will, are) indicate temporal and attitudinal stance. Predicators like try, guide, fix, know, and
go show action and effort, while Complements express emotional depth. This confirms
Halliday’s (2014) concept that interpersonal meaning serves as the interactional function of

language to exchange feelings and build relationships.
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After analysing the several clauses of the song lyrics above, it can be explained that the
data analysis shows how the mood of the clause expresses the functional meaning of the lyrics.
The clauses found in “Fix You” are mostly positive declarative moods that function to convey
reassurance, encouragement, and emotional support. Declarative structures dominate the lyrics,
showing that the singer’s intention is not to demand or command, but to express care, empathy,
and motivation through gentle and comforting statements. This finding supports Halliday and
Matthiessen’s (2014) view that the interpersonal metafunction represents how language is used
to enact social relationships and exchange feelings rather than merely share information. In
addition, this is consistent with DeVito and DeVito (2019), who state that effective
interpersonal communication emphasizes empathy, emotional support, and relational bonding,

all of which are reflected in the declarative and reassuring language used throughout the lyrics.

Additionally, the analysis reveals that Subject (I, you) and Finite (will, are) elements
frequently occur, reflecting involvement and temporal commitment, while Predicator (try, fix,
guide, know) represents the effort and actions that symbolize emotional healing. Complements
reflects emotional content, and Adjuncts provide contextual imagery that reinforces the
prevailing tone of hope and comfort. These results are in line with Thompson (2013), who
argue that mood choices and interpersonal structures serve as tools to express stance, empathy,
and identity in discourse. Therefore, “Fix You” demonstrates how interpersonal meaning can
be realized through declarative moods that embody compassion, reassurance, and emotional

resilience.

The repetition of this declarative clause serves as closure, reaffirming empathy and
care. The subject | and finite will highlight moral responsibility in human connection. In real
life, it mirrors the universal desire to support and heal others. Silalahi et al., (2024) conclude

that declarative mood structures often express collective emotional resilience.

Table 1. Elements of interpersonal function found in the song “Fix You” by Coldplay

No Element Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Subject 10 25%
2 Finite 10 25%
3 Predicator 10 25%
4 Complement 6 15%
5 Adjunct 4 10%
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Total 40 100%

Discussion

Understanding the percentage of clause elements in the analysis of the lyrics of the song
Fix You is important because it provides a deeper understanding of how language functions as
a communication strategy in conveying emotional messages. This view is supported by Tarigan
et al., (2025), who state that independent clauses express “direct emotions, intentions, and
realizations,” while dependent clauses provide “reasoning and emotional depth” in song lyrics.
This distribution serves as quantitative evidence explaining why the song feels emotionally
powerful. The dominance of declarative clauses, indicated by the balanced use of Subject
(25%) and Finite (25%), suggests that the songwriter deliberately chooses sentence structures
that affirm and offer reassurance (comfort and hope), rather than asking questions or giving

commands.

Meanwhile, the prominence of residual elements, particularly Predicators (25%),
highlights the focus on supportive actions such as fix and guide, as well as emotional details.
Overall, these findings reveal deliberate linguistic decisions behind the lyrics, enriching our
understanding of how grammatical forms effectively shape empathy and emotional connection
with listeners. This aligns with research by Medina (2020) which examines the role of subjects,
finites, and predicators in conveying attitudes and emotions, as well as the findings of
Puspitasari (2022) which shows how material, mental, and relational processes in song lyrics

are used to express the songwriter's feelings.

The analysis of the song “Fix You” by Coldplay shows that the lyrics consist of 10
clauses containing both mood and residue elements. The declarative mood dominates,
expressing empathy, comfort, and reassurance through statements rather than commands or
questions. The Subject and Finite elements each appear in 25% of the clauses, showing a
balance between participants and time reference. This dominance of declarative clauses
supports the idea that the songwriter aims to create emotional closeness with the listener
(Kamaliah et al., 2024).

Meanwhile, the residue elements Predicator (25%), Complement (15%), and Adjunct
(10%) strengthen the emotional tone of the song. Predicators like try, fix, and guide express
sincerity and effort, Complements reflect emotional attachment, and Adjuncts add imagery and

context. The repetition of lines such as “Lights will guide you home” and “I will try to fix you”
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conveys comfort and hope. These results confirm that the interaction between mood and

residue effectively conveys empathy and emotional connection in the song’s message

(Sholehah et al.,2021).

CONCLUSION

Analysis of Coldplay’s song “Fix You” through Systemic Functional Linguistics
shows that its lyrics mainly use declarative moods to express empathy, comfort, and
reassurance. These linguistic choices reveal that the songwriter aims to build emotional
connection rather than simply deliver information. Repeated lines such as “Lights will guide
you home” create a sense of safety and calmness. In general, the language serves as an

emotional bridge connecting the singer’s compassion with listeners’ feelings (Gebhard &

Accurso, 2020).

Findings also indicate that interpersonal meaning appears through balanced use of
Subject and Finite elements, showing involvement and commitment. Predicators like try,
fix, and guide express effort and sincerity, while Complements and Adjuncts add imagery
that strengthens emotional depth. This pattern mirrors how people communicate care and
reassurance in daily life. It suggests that linguistic structures can reflect universal emotions

of empathy and hope (Hyland, 2023).

Coldplay’s “Fix You” illustrates how song lyrics function as emotional discourse
that promotes healing and solidarity. Its wording aligns with Halliday’s concept of language
as a tool for creating social bonds and exchanging feelings. Cheng (2024) also points out
that interpersonal metafunction studies uncover emotional and social dimensions hidden
within texts. Therefore, “Fix You” successfully transforms grammar into a channel of

warmth, motivation, and human connection.
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